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September 23, 2025, Regular Directors Meeting 
 
The Directors of the Eastern Irrigation District held a regular meeting on the 23rd day of September 2025.  Those in 
attendance were: 

             
Mr. Richard Hiebert Director    [Division 1] Mr. Ivan Friesen  General Manager 
Mr. David Peltzer Director     [Division 2] Mr. Marvin Koochin Assist. GM – Legal & Corporate Services 
Mr. Brad Deschamps Director     [Division 3] Mr. Ryan Gagley Assist. GM – Engineering & Operations 
Mr. Jeff Alberts  Director     [Division 4] Mrs. Wendy Enns Executive Assistant 
Mr. John Ketchmark Director     [Division 5] 
Mr. Brent Schroeder Director     [Division 6] 
Mr. Tracy Hemsing Director    [Division 7]  
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:10 a.m. 
 
1.0 Approval of Agenda 
  The following item was added to the agenda: 

• 6.04  Secondary C North Branch Canal 
 
2025-09-171 Moved by D. Peltzer that the Board adopt the Agenda as revised.  Seconded by J. Ketchmark.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
2.0 Approval of Minutes 
 
 2.01 August 26, 2025, Regular Directors Meeting 

The minutes of the August 26, 2025, Regular Directors Meeting were accepted as presented. 
 
2025-09-172 Moved by B. Schroeder that the Minutes of the August 26, 2025, Regular Directors Meeting 

be approved as presented.  Seconded by J. Ketchmark.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
3.0 Business Arising 
  There were no matters arising from the August 26th Regular Directors Meeting. 
 
 
4.0 Reports on Meetings / Events 
  There were no reports on meetings or events. 
 
 
5.0 Upcoming Events 
 

5.01 Kinbrook Connection Pathway – Thursday, September 25th, 4:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
Grand Opening      County of Newell Administration Building 

         [Attending: T. Hemsing, J. Alberts, I. Friesen] 
 

5.02 Special Budget Meeting  – Wednesday, October 8th, 9:00 a.m. 
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5.03 Regular Board Meeting  – Tuesday, October 28th, 9:00 a.m. 
 

5.04 Regular Board Meeting  – Tuesday, November 25th, 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
[9:19 a.m.  J. Kabut, R. Summach, and B. Kroschel entered the meeting.] 
 
6.0 Engineering 
  R. Gagley presented the following Engineering Report. 
 

6.01 S Tilley and T Tilley – Update 
J. Kabut provided Directors with an update on landowner concerns for the S Tilley and T Tilley rehab 
project.  A number of questions were responded to by Admin. 

 
6.02 X Tilley – Update 

The X Tilley rehab project, although approved at the August 26th Board Meeting, was brought back 
at the request of Directors for consideration of an alternative east pipeline alignment.  J. Kabut 
advised that the original proposal consisted of a west pipeline with stilling pond and gabion wall, 
and a separate east pipeline with no filtration.  Operationally, the preference is to have 1 pipeline 
with 1 filtration system for all acres being served.  The new proposal is for 1 extended closed gravity 
pipeline with stilling pond and gabion wall, at a cost increase of $90,000.  The new single pipeline 
would not meet the current delivery point on the eastmost parcel; however, the landowner – 
Tateson Ranching Ltd, has agreed to move their legal delivery points west to reduce the cost of 
that reach of the pipeline.  A lengthy discussion followed. 

 
2025-08-159 Moved by D. Peltzer that the Board approve the X Tilley rehabilitation project to convert 2 separate 

canals to 2 closed gravity pipelines, and upsize a portion of the west pipeline and extend the pipeline 
into the SW corner of NW 19-16-12 W4M to serve an additional 5 existing pivots, for an estimated 
total cost of $4,248,000; to be funded under the AIM program.  Seconded by B. Deschamps.  CARRIED 

 IN FAVOUR – R. Hiebert, D. Peltzer, B. Deschamps, J. Alberts, T. Hemsing 
 OPPOSED – J. Ketchmark, B. Schroeder 

 
2025-09-173 Moved by D. Peltzer that motion 2025-08-159 be rescinded.  Seconded by B. Deschamps.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
2025-09-174 Moved by B. Deschamps that the Board approve the X Tilley rehabilitation project to convert 

2 separate canals to 1 closed gravity pipeline, upsize a portion of the pipeline, and extend 
the pipeline into the SW corner of NW 19-16-12 W4M to serve an additional 5 existing pivots, 
for an estimated total cost of $4,338,000; to be funded under the AIM program.  Seconded 
by D. Peltzer.  CARRIED 

 IN FAVOUR – R. Hiebert, D. Peltzer, B. Deschamps, J. Alberts, J. Ketchmark, T. Hemsing 
 OPPOSED – B. Schroeder 

 
 6.03 17-G Springhill – Update 

The 17-G Springhill rehab project, approved at the June 24th Board Meeting, was brought back with 
updated information.  R. Summach advised that since the original acre count on this system, 148 
irrigation acres have been added, reducing the capacity of the current design.  It was proposed that 
700 m of 48” pipe be increased to 54” pipe to support the 3,928 existing and 900 proposed 
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expansion acres, at an additional cost of $230,000.  A number of questions were responded to by 
Admin. 

 
2025-06-112 Moved by R. Hiebert that the Board approve the 17-G Springhill rehabilitation project to convert the 

canal to a closed gravity pipeline for an estimated cost of $11,730,000; to be funded under the AIM 
program.  Seconded by J. Ketchmark.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
2025-09-175 Moved by R. Hiebert that motion 2025-06-112 be rescinded.  Seconded by J. Ketchmark.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
2025-09-176 Moved by R. Hiebert that the Board approve the 17-G Springhill rehabilitation project to 

convert the canal to a closed gravity pipeline for an estimated cost of $11,960,000; to be 
funded under the AIM program.  Seconded by J. Ketchmark.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
[10:21 a.m. – 10:29 a.m.  Short Break; J. Kabut and R. Summach exited the meeting.] 
 
 
7.0 Operations 
  B. Kroschel presented the following Operations Report. 
 

7.01 Reservoir Status and Water Use to Date 
As of September 17th, water usage reached 7.56”/acre.  Most reservoirs are now near winter levels, 
while still supplying requests for water.  A dry fall has prompted an uptick in fall irrigating but it was 
noted that there are no operational concerns in providing the water. 

 
WATER USE TO DATE – as of September 17, 2025 

 September 2025 September 2024 
Water Diverted to Date 377,574 ac-ft (14.04”) 418,522 ac-ft (15.78”) 
Water Applied to Land to Date 7.56” 9.84” 
Range of Parcels Irrigating 207 – 375 20 – 224 
Parcels Using Over 12” 453 942 
Parcels Using Over 16” 96 216 
Parcels Using Over 20” 14 57 
Total Firm Live Storage* 243,592 ac-ft 263,862 ac-ft 

  * Only includes main reservoirs 
 
[10:33 a.m.  B. Kroschel exited the meeting; R. Moen entered.] 
 
 
8.0 EIDNet 
  R. Moen presented the following EIDNet Report. 
 
 

8.01 Monthly Report 
No major operational issues occurred in the reporting month.  Work continues on the last phase of 
the fibre project.  The conduit has been run to the Patricia tower and is currently being installed to 
the Gem tower.  The Rolling Hills section will not be completed this year. 
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[10:36 a.m.  R. Moen exited the meeting; S. Connauton entered.] 
 
 
9.0 Lands 
 

9.01 Assessment, Water & Lands 
  S. Connauton presented the following Assessment, Water & Lands Report. 
 
 9.01.1 Farm Improvement Grant Applications and Increases in Irrigation Acres Applications 
 

9.01.1.1  Increase – Rod & Kim Johnson – NW 27-19-14 W4M 
• Current Assessment:  65 acres wiper pivot 
• Proposal:   increase pivot area; 12 acres needed (infill) 
• Efficiency Acres Gained: 0 
• New Assessment:  77 acres all under wiper pivot 
• Note:   irrigable unit required; project must be completed by September  

30, 2026 
 
2025-09-177 Moved by J. Ketchmark that the Board approve the Increase in Irrigation Acres application 

for Rod & Kim Johnson for 12 infill acres in NW 27-19-14 W4M.  The capital assets charge is 
$18,360 (12 acres x $1,530/acre).  Seconded by R. Hiebert.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
2025-09-178 Moved by J. Ketchmark that the Board approve the registration of an Irrigable Unit on W ½ 

NW 27 and E ½ NW 27-19-14 W4M; all lands being owned by Rod & Kim Johnson.  Seconded 
by R. Hiebert.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
[10:40 a.m.  S. Connauton exited the meeting; B. Kroschel re-entered.] 
 
 
2025-09-179 Moved by D. Peltzer that the Board resolve into the Committee of the Whole.  Seconded by 

R. Hiebert.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
10.0 District Housing 
 
6.0 Engineering cont’d 
 
 6.04 Secondary C North Branch Canal 
 
[11:11 a.m.  B. Kroschel exited the meeting.] 
 
11.0 Legal & Corporate Services 
 
 11.01 Protection of Privacy Act (POPA) and Access to Information Act (ATIA) 
 
2025-09-180 Moved by R. Hiebert that the meeting be reconvened.  Seconded by B. Schroeder.  CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 



(EII Eastern Irrigation District Directors Meetings 2025

DIRECTION ARISING FROM THE IN CAMERA PORTION OF THE MEETING

10.0 District Housing
The Board was updated as to this matter and direction was given to B. Kroschel.

6.0 Engineering cont’d

6.04 Secondary C North Branch Canal
The Board was provided information regarding this matter and direction was given to R. Gag ley.

11.0 Legal & Corporate Services

11.01 Protection of Privacy Act (POPA) and Access to Information Act (ATIA)
M. Koochin provided the Board with an update on the Alberta Protection of Privacy Act and Access
to Information Act which was recently enacted in June 2025, and updates on a couple of legal
matters.

B. Schroeder moved adjournment of the meeting at 11:26 a.m.

(9’
Chairman General Man ger
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